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THE UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

NANKING, CHINA

]

PLEASE SEND REPLY TO Ll . ) i 20 MUSEUM ROAD, ROOM 526

SHANGHAI OFFICE : o SHANGHAI, CHINA

October 4, 1927.

Dr. Robert E. Speer, o . /////”’

Dr. A. J. Bowen,
M:. B. A. Garside.

Dear Dr.Speer, Dr. Bowen and Mr. Garside:

It is only a few days since I wrote my last letter, but
in the meantime Dr. K. C. Liu and Mr. Kuo have both been in from
Nanking, and there are a few matters which I should probably report.

The Colleges

Registration closed October 1 with 390 0dd students en-
rolled, of whom about fifteen were special students in the Chinese
Department. There are between eighty and one hundred subfreshmen
and about forty new students have transferred from other colleges.
The morning assembly and chapel exercises are being conducted as
organized for last spring semester. Dr. Chen secured the services
of Mr. Hsiung, who had been connected with the Methodist Mission
at Kiukiang. Bishop Birney says he is a very fine man indeed, one
of the strongest men in their whole church, and he was very loth
to lose him. We have not had many details as to new teachers, ex-
cept I understand Dr. Chen has secured about fifteen new teachers
only a few of them giving full time and some of them only a few
hours. The College of Agriculture and Forestry has three new
teachers and there is one more to come. The students seem to be
in a more studious mien and to have been chastened by their exp e~
riences of the past six months. The fact that the present student
body has such a large percentage of old students should be con-
sidered a factor that would add to its stability and meke for-

greater reason on the part of the students.

The buildings are still ocoupied by the Seventh Army and
the colleges are still their headquarters. The Administrative
Committee have been unable to get in direct touch with General Li
Tsung-ren, who is one of the highest commanding officers and one
of the most powerful militarists in the Nationalist government.
Mr. Kuo feels that if no fighting takes place between the Nanking
government and the Wuhan government, as seems imminent, then the
Seventh Army will remove within ten days. If there is fighting
they will not move. This word was brought to them by one of our
graduates, Mr. Chang, who is in the Foreign Affairs Office and who
has been a very good friend of the University throughout the past
months.
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The Middle School

A letter received from Mr.C. F. Liu several days ago
reports 144 students enrolled, of whom 118 have paid and twenty-
gix have not yet come. Another entrance examination for the Middle
Sehool is being held this week. A number of government middle
schools are also opening this week, so I am hoping that a fairly
large number of new students may be secured. I think an enrolment
of 200 in the Middle School is quite a reasonable expectation.
After the Board of Managers voted $1,000 for repairs on the Middle
School, which would represent only a very small percent. of what
~was actually needed, Mr. Gee and Mr. Liu decided that they had
. better wait for a few days and for the present make only such small
and necessary repairs as were absolutely unavoidable. ;

A Vigit to Nanking

The people at Nanking all seem to feel that a visit of
several days by Messrs. Bates, Buck, Thomson and myself would be a
good thing, and so we shall probably go up shortly after my return
from vaocation on the 16th. I understand that certain difficulties
seem to be oropping up from the Chinese side in connection with the
return of the foreign teachers to Ginling College. These are not
administrative difficulties or within the institution but with
reference to .their being in Nanking at all. Dean Kuo certainly
feels strongly that we should not go back at the present time.

The Political Situation

The political aitﬁhtion has changed very little these
last few days, except that the lack of confidence in the present
government seems to daily become more apparent. Certainly there
is no enthusiasm for it, and the life of the government, so far as
ministries, ete., are concerned, will depend absolutely upon the
fortunes of the military men. If Nanking maintains itself mili-
tarily then the present civil administration will probably stand,
but 1t is nothing more than a house of cards and is apt to break
down at any small orisis that may arise. A very interesting letter
apyeared in the correspondence dolumns of the North-China Daily
Hews, signed by F. D. Z., who is popularly known to be Mr. Francis
Zia, one of the leading Chinese newspaper men and editor of the
China Courier, which styles itself "the mirror of Chinese Nation-
alist opinion." One paragraph of the letter is worth quoting, as
follows:

"Let us respect Dr. Sun as a man, and not falsely worship
him as a god. Truth onli can abide in this world; hypoorisy must
die and shall die! The Rortherners are heartless despots; the
Nationalists are heartless despots and hypoorites oombined togeth-
er! The greatest need for China to-day is no longer the abrogas
tion of the unequal treaties, or the extgnotion of the militarists,
or the suppression of the Bolshevists; it is the annihilabion of
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hypoorisy and the upholding of truth! Let us boldly face truth
whatever consequences that may involve. But alas, the Chinese
public opinion is as timid as everj/ the newspaspers who ought to be
the mirrore of truth keep on vying with one another to win favour
from the great men of power. How many of us are cowardly slaves!
Null and void indeed is all our talk of freedom and democracy."
The statement itself is not ®o significant to me as that it should
ever be made, and particularly by the one who makes it.

The Military Situation

Not so good. Vuham has its eye on Nanking. The Seventh
Army in Nanking for some deys past has been moving out toward Wuhu
and a battle between the Nenking and the Wuhen forces is expected
almost any day. Unfortunately there is not too much confidence in
the strength of the Nanking group. All hope, of course, that the
Wahsn clique will not win, because that would mean much more
trouble for Nanking than she has yet experienced, but that it finally
results in 2 rather nice balance - and some small influence may
throw it one way or the other. Fighting has started between Feng-
tien and Shansi, but that is %00 far away for us to take much in-
terest in it or for it to have much significance for us in the
Yangtze valley. There is considerable expectation that the North
will move down to the Yengtze and possibly try to oross it. The
Red armies have made a lot of trouble in Swatow and are apt to make
still more until they are suppressed. Fighting has also broken out
along the Peking-Hankow Railway and so it looks as if preparations
were-being made for a considerable amount of fighting this coming
sutumn., It is doubtful, however, whether the South will try to
move very far north; the weather is against them.

Dean Kuo tellsg me that Cheng Chien is in Nanking but
without an army. I have also learned that the Chinese refused to
punish Cheng Chien as demanded by the foreign powers, for the rea-
son that Cheng Chien was not responsible for the Nanking outrage
but that the chief of the Political Bureau connected with his
army was responsible. They c¢laim to have documentary evidence to
prove this. It seems that every army has a general, and over the
general is the head of the political bureau. The general cannot
issue an order without countersignature by the political bdbureaun
head, but the political bureau head can give an order without re-
ferring it to the general, and this is what is claimed to have
happened in Cheng Chien's army. Lin Tsu-hung, the name of the man
who is respomnsible, is now with the Red armes operating in Kwang-

tugeg.

Relative to the Nenking incident, an interesting state-
ment appeared in the North-China Dailﬁ News as recorded in an inter-
view which Sokolsky had with Genersl Ho Yin-ching, next to Gen-
eral Chiang Kei-shek one of the two strongest men originally
connected with the revolutionary army whieh came up from Canton.
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The paragraph 18 quoted below and needs no further comment:

"I called General Ho's attention to the fact that the
only impediment in the way of such & restoration was the failure
to settle the Nanking Incident (i. e., the restoration of former
pleasant relations with foreigners). 'The Nanking ¢Jncident was a
C. P, product,' he said. 'My troops were not in the oity. The
Communist agents knew every foreign house and led the looters di-
restly to the houses whioch were to be looted. Their objeft was to
destroy the political position of General Chiang Kai-shek. That
is their method: to destroy one man politically, they ruin a city
and sacrifice the Nationalist Movement and involve us in intricate
and difficult international relations. We do not know where Lin
Tzu-hon is now. He has run away somewhere. He organized the Nan-
king looting; then he diseppeared. That is their way.'"

I do not know how many of our forward-looking editors,
such as Paul Hutchinson et al, still believe that the Russian in-
fluence played no part in the early stages of the movement of the
revolution into the Yangtze valley. The Nationalist military lead-
ers and many of their politiciens certainly have no misgivings on
this point, aes is oclearly indicated in the very frank statement by
General Ho Jjust cuoted. ;

Registration

We have received a reply from the Central Educational
Committee akd a reguest made by the Board of Managere asking for
en extension of time for reorganization and registration. This has
been granted and December 31 fixed as e date. I suppose if neces-
sary this can be further extended. The big point is that we are
aotudlly actuslly trying to work out our problems. Dean Chen and
Dean Xuo have visited the Central Educationsl Committee in Nanking
end report the members as very friendly. One of the members spent
e good part of a day recently going over the plent and work of the
College of Agricultture and Forestry.

I have had one go;d talk with Mr. AlexanderPaul and am
hoping to see Mr. Corey this afternoon. We leave tonight per
S. S. Coblenz for ten days afloat.

With kind regards snd best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerely,
s AT
/J

John H, Reisner.
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University of Nanking

¥r.John T.Reisner,
Room 6526, 20 ''useum Road,
Shanghei, China.

Yy dear ‘r.Relsner:

Enclosed is a confirmation eopy of a cablegran which our offiee
has today dispatehed to you. I am sorry that 1t has required so mmech
t8me to hear from members of the 3oard of Trustessand from the five co-
operzting boards in regard to tho proposed plan of reorganization acted
on by the Trustess' meeting of September 14th. You will be glad to kmow,
however, that at present three of owr eocoperating boards have given for-
mal approval of astion Ho.T-331 as taken by the Trustées on September
14th, end that the other twe cooperating boards have taken tentative
action and will give formal approwval as sovn as a proporly constituted
group ¢sn be assembled. Of the twenty-two Trustees we have received a
vote of approval from all except three who have been out of the coumtry
or who, for some other reasom, have mot been reashed by our letters. I
feel that this is a most gratifying respomse from the Trustees and the
sooperating boards, particularly as the whole situation around Nankin;
has caused increasing eoncern during the last few weeks.

The ome member of the Board of Trustees who has been outspoken
in his eriticism of this proposed reorganization is Mr.J.W.Severance.
About ten days ago he wrote, sending me his vote of approval, but stated
that, while he votod arrirmtinly because it seemed to be the unanimous
cplnian of the other Trustees, he himself was not in acscord with some of
the items coversd in Action 7-33§. Specifically, Nr.Severance disapproves
of (a) the new relationship betwden the Board of Direstors and the Board
of Trustess as proposed by the fleld; (b) the reeommendagion to the boards
that they eontimme their present sash gramts to the University. He mekes
the significent statement that "Persomalliy, I will not put any more momey
futo Chime wnder the existimg state of affairs there."

I am passing on to you this information in regard to Nr.Sever-
anoe's attitude because I o= sure you will want to Inow the resstiom of
this most outstanding friemd and supporter ef the University of Namking.
This s the attitude of & large and growing mamber of people in America
who have had a tremendous share in building wp Christian imstitutions
now existing im Chima. I think it is well that owr Chimese colleagues
should be informed of this attitude though, for obwious reasons, it is
better that no mames should be mian{gé&&te t you on the field
may be able to do something to win bae of Mr.Severance.
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We will do what we oan fronm the office’ bct any effective measures will
have tp come. from the fleld.

We have studied with interest and gonceran your lettera of Amgust
Slst and September 9th. Obwiously they were written under most disturbdbing
and discouraging eonditioms. Wo have had no cabled word as to whether or
not the Umiversity of Nanking was able to opem its. regular session, but
we sineserely hope that it was able to begin its work at the usual time.

Very sineerely yours,




Shanghai College,
Shangha i,
Detober 12, 1927.

Mr. J. H. Reisner, :
University of Nankin,,
Nanzing.

My dear Mr. Reisaer:

This letter is to inform you concerning two students of the
University of Nanking who very self-sacrificingly interceded on my.be-
nalf last March 24th when I was prisoner at the hands of three Nation-
alist soldiers.

Ni Ru-chien came into the yard of Mr. Bates after soldiers’
had entered the house, searched us, robbed us, and the rabble were
ransacking the house. Mr. Bates had gone around the back of his house,
leaving me standing there hatless, coatless, shoeless. Soon ‘three
soldiers and a civilian, the latter with a large clothful of loot, came
into the yard and began angrily demanding money from me. It was about
this time that Ni entered the y ard, saw that a foreigner was in trou-
ble (he and I had never seen each other before) came up znd started
telking to the soldiers, trying to pescify them. They, or one particu-
larly ugly one, kept threatening him with the gun. Finally Ni offered
to go back to his room in the dormitory cnd get money end bring it back
to them. This he.did, returning to the yard azfter eight or ten minutes
in which the soldiers mede it uncomfortable for me. Ni handed them
several bills. I could not see whether they were five or ten doller
denominetions. I do not know whether it was 20, 30, 40 dollers or more.

Still, of course, the soldiers were not sstisfied. Ni then,
ofter being threctened repeatedly, said that he would teke them (the
soldiers) to his dormitory room and get more money. We then formed 2
parede, Ni and I as prisoners of these three soldicrs, the civilisn
remaining to get his share. We walked to the dormitory, via the tennis
courts, ecross campus, down the steps, ccross the roacd, in the gate and
turned to the right then up to the top floor to Ni's room.

Here Ni took several bills from between the leaves of his
Chinese books and geve them to the soldiers. Then he would protest that
it was 211 he had. The soldiers threatened him with guns, he searched
for more bills and found them. This happened two or three times. Fi-
nally he stood up on a cheir and scooped from the top of a beam a large
.handful of silver dollars whiech he had hidden there, gave these to the
soldiers. This was apperently 2ll he hed, for they threctened him fur-
ther, but he could produce no more. How much in &{l he hed given them

Idcennot say. I should think & hindred dollars nearly. What else he
lost from his room while the soldiers were there poking around, I can-
not say either. They poked around his desk and drawers. ‘ !

Several times while we were there in that little attic room,
groups of students had tried to come into the¢ room, only to be aimed at
by the soldiers, who drove them back down. At last, however, one stu-
dent did brave their guns and entered the room, closing the door behind
him, telking to the soldicrs. (Most of the talk that went on I could
not understend). This second student's name was Yu Chien-hsuin. The
soldiers immediately took his wateh from his wrist. He and the
"sergeant" (one of the soldiers was older than the other two, wore a

Sem Brown belt, seemed to be in cherge) weat out in the hall for a con-
ference (concerning me). Yu came back and told me that unless I could




ali
oreduge a thousand dollars, they were going to kill me. He was sym-
bathetic, urged on me the seriousness of ‘the situation. Finally I
decided that if we could telephone, perhaps we could get money. He
finally persusded them, after much hesitation on their part, to all
go over to Severance Hall where I couli telephone friendis for money.
So the paresde formed agcin. Ni had slipped out somehow,
and I did not see him agein until the ncxt day. Yu was now taking my

art bravel he and I had nwver seen each other before). We marched
gownsta§rs,yo&t the gate,uacross the roai and ?nto geverance Hall.

There in the little telephone room, Yu called up the Americen Consu-
late and Standard 0il offices for me, receiving word in each case that
all foreigners had left. The soldiers were getting more eni more
impetient. Yu tried to urge me to think of others to call up, but I
was so paralyged with dismay end fear thet I couldn't.think or do any-
thing reasonable. The particularly ugly solcier then took me by the
belt, led me out into the hall (I suppose to teke me outside to shoot)
after & few steps down the hall, a voice from back in the te’._phone
room called "Bu Yso da" (con't kill him).

We stopped, and after a time walked back to the room. To
omit details, Lawrence Lew cnd o few students came up with a Southern
officer (in olive drab overcoat, cane, gloves, bleck moustache) who
shouted and drove off the soldiers. Students then took me to first
floor of Bailie Hell. It was very cold in the room, I hau nothing but
my shirt and trousers on. Yu stayed with me after the other students
left, then he went out end brought back an overcoet beldnging to ¢
friend, and the only pair of shoes he could find, e pair of little
tennis oxfords about three sizes too short, In these I seuffed around
the rest of the cday. Yu wrote in Chinese the ncme of the owner of
the coat inside the inside pocket, and also gave me his and Ni's names
on a scrap of paper which I still have. Yu told me that he ‘was a
Curistian from a Presbyterian church up in Anhwei, and that "Christianrs

rare supposel to help people out." Whether Ni was a2 Christian or not

I did not ask, nor do I know. But I wo know that few Christians have
done braver things than thesé two boys did for me, a total stranger,

that terrible day in Nanking last March 24. 4

I should appreciate information concerning these boys. They
should cretainly be repaid for whet'they lost on my behalf, on behalf
of the foreigner that day when without their help many of us should
perhops have shared the fete of Dr. Williems. I uad been within four
feet of the latter when he fell, a2nd later when I was prisoner and had
many horrible visions of whet might zlso hcppen to me, I tell you it
was a great comfort to have these two Chinese students so bravely take
my part,

¥ o
That day I ned revealed to me the two extremes of what Ciii-
nese nature, human nsture, can be - utter self-forgetting devotion, and
utter disrespect for life. Tucse two boys belong to that long list of
unsung heroes who in every land and in all ages reveal the spirit of
Christ but who are never decorated with medals by Cernegie Foundations.
Ver ily, they shell not lose their reward.

Sincerely,

Herbert D. Lamson.




University of Namking
Ootober 19, 1927

¥r.J.H.Relsner,
Room 528 2C Museum Road,

Shml. China.
My dear lMr.Relsner:

We have deen happy tc learm fryom yowur lebters of September 16
and September 23, and yowr Oecasional Letter No.¥, that the University
of Nanking has found it possible to open up at the regular time. I an
more tham ever impressed with the persistenco amd eourage of our Chinese
norbers of staff who are sticking by the jJob whem the safest and easlest
thing for them would be to turn their attention slsewhere.

Yo have distributed the 20 extra coples of Oscasional Letter
No.7 to those members of the Board of Trustecs who do not rceeive eoples
direct. We find that twenty, coples fall one short of the number required
40 supply all the remaining trustees and would suggest that you imorease
our allotmemt to 25 coples so that we may reach everyone and have a few
eoples available tc supply the frequent requests received by our office
for this material. i

There is not much use of our comnembing on the politiecal situs-
tiom as it exists at Nanmking beeawse the eonditioms there at the time
you wrote have vlready been materially altered and before this letter
reashes you the changes are there will de another transformation of the
political and military scenery. The ome thing we mmy bo sure of as re-
gards the Nanking situabion it thet we san depemd upon the cecurremse df
the wmexpooted. -

We are glad to know that the i{lidle Sehool was able to opem wp
in spite of the diffieult problems th:i confromt i¢. We hope that the
military changes may at least produse one happy result in making it pos-
sible for the University to get back the eontrol of the Hospital.

Raturally we are greetly interestod in the estimated amount of
emergensy defielt to Jyme 30th as contalumed in your letter of Septeuber
23rd. Of course, therc will be still fwrther heavy additicms to ¢his
defieit in this prosent fiscal year, For the last week I have been try-
ing to got a meoting of our Nemking Emergemey Fund Committes and have
at last been able to set up this meeting for luncheon tomorrow. As yst
I do not see just what further steps they are going to be able to take
Sat I am hopeful that the Comnittes will have more fruitful idead. As
you know, all of the efforts that we lave been able to make sines the
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first of June, agssisted as they have been by the interest im Nanking
ereated by the imcident of March 24th, have only netted us a bare
$10,000. There still remainms at least $20,000. more to be sesured.
Where and when this is to be obtained is a mighty difficult proposal.

1 am afraid that our fimancial situation has been made sonsid-
erably more acute by Niss Priest's revision of Mr.Owen's schedule for tie
payment of remittanses on the Famime Fund ascomnt during this fiseal
yoar. It bas been extremely fortumate for us that thws-far the Famine
Punds have soms in rapidly emough for us to maintain a substantial eredit
balance in this sccount. Sinee our Emewrgency account is at present over-
drawa about $7,000. and the Curremt Gemeral is in the same sad ¢onditiom,
it has only been besamse of the $14,000. balines in the Famine Fumd so-
eount that we have been able to keep goimg. It seoms that, under the re-
vised schedule, it is planned to wse prasctically all of these Famine
Funds before amy further reeeipts eome im. If that is dome, it will
meen that we must from some souree obtain edout $14,000. in order o re-
main solvent. It is extremely unlikely that the Esergenocy Campeign will
aet any swoh amount for a good muy momths to eome. 8o our only alter-
native would be to obtain a loan for that amoumt at some bank here im
Few Yorke That would eertainly prove both a difficult and expensive

ure. Let us hope that our finamees work owt more favorably tham
we antieipate.

We wery mmsh hope that the short wesstion you and lirs.Relsner
were planning to take gave you some opportunity to gain e 1little rest.
You have been earryisg a tremendous burdea these last six months and
oould not be expested to sarry the load imdefinitely. Nanking camnot
‘afford to have you imsompasitated throwgh overwork just now so, aside
from any personal considerationp, we hope you will be able to take care
of yourself.

Very oordially yours,
BAG-H
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UNIVERSITY OF NANXING
Nanking, China

20 Myseum Road, Room 526

Occasional Letter No. 8. Shanghai, China
October 19, 1927

Dear Friends:

Toward the end of the summer I had the feeling that the time
had about come to end these Occasional Letters which I have been send-
ing to you since last April. Recent letters of appreciation, however,
would seem to indicate that they do serve some useful purpose. More-
over I have tried to make them contain information thet would be of
both personal and general intersst, and to help in a small measure to
answe? such questions as have recently come to us from former members
of our faculty, some of which were: How does the whole situation in
China look to you? Do you think the troops will soon bc withdrawn
from Shanghai? Will the Nationalist Army pay reparations? Will the
Nationalist Army succeed in reaching Peking? Such questions end many
others that ecome to us cannot be answered, of course, in such a letter
as this but they will help to indicate wherein your interest lies and
we will do the best we can. Another difficulty is the matter of
financing these letters and if any of you care to do so, we shzll be
glad to have a check to help cover expenses and relieve us of ony em-
barrassment. Mimeographing is very expensive here in Shanghai and this
letter will cost us at least $20.00 gold to get out, which helps to
make me wonder whether the letter is worth it. Your responsc will
indicate the course to take. ;

Situation in the Colleges

Four hundred and fourteen students have been enrolled in the
College of Arts and Science and the College of Agriculture and Forestry.
including about fifteen special students in the Chinese Department, be-
tween eighty and a hundred subfreshmen, and about forty that have trans-
ferred from other colleges. There is probably a larger percentage of
old students in the student body than we have had for a number of years,
which should be considered a very favorable factor in looking to the
year ahead. The students seem to be in a more studious mien and to
have been chastened by the experiences of the past six months. Quite
e number of our students evidently joined various governmentel bureaux
and many of these have returncd to school, feeling that they will be
able to serve their country better by finishing their educetion and
preparing themselves for more constructive work than the government ot
the present time offers. Morning assembly and chepel exercises are
being conducted as orgenized and put into effeet at the beginning of
the last spring semester. Because of the presence of so many soldiers
and the constant use of Sage Chapel, I understand united Sunday ser-
viees heve been held at Ginling.

The Seventh Army has made its headquarters in Severance Hall,
the new dormitory, the gymnasium, and the chapel more or less since
August 17. Soldiers are around everywherc; entrance to the buildings
occupied by the Army are, of course, sentineled by them, including the
entrance to the campus. The campus and the athletic grounds have been
used freely for drilling. Field kitchens heve been set up et sarious
points on the cempus, which consequently does not have es tidy a look
as it had during the summer, but the campus ccn be Qquickly cleaned up.
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once the Army leaves. The Library has moved rcference-books and rgad—
ing rooms to the top floor of Bailie Hell., All the clas§es have_hgd to
be held in Swasey and Bailie Halls. The Treasurer's.offlce moved into
my office and has been carrying on there. Entrence into Severanc?.Hall
could only be by use of a special badge. The attitude of the §olulers,
cven to our own stucents and teachers, has been at times unythlng but
pleasant. I am hoping to be able to edd a postscript to this letter
inlicating that the soldiers have finally removed, but there have been
so many false alarms that we are beginning to suspect every report of
the intentions of the Army to leave what they must consider very supe-
rior headquarters.

Dr. Chen, for the College of Arts en’ Science, hecs celled
about twelve or fifteen new teschers, only several on full time enu the
rest on part time, some of them giving only o few hours a weck. Dean
Kuo has secureC three new men for the College of Agriculturec and For-
estry and one more will arrive from the States in Novémber, and these
are all on full time. Mr. Hsiung, one of the strongest men in the
Methodist Mission, a returned student, has bgen secured for the Depart-
ment of Religious Education.

The Middle School

The MidCle School has opencd ani a very excellent spirit per-
vades. Mr., C. F. Liu a few Gays ago wrote us as follows: "All solliers
are out of the Kanhoyen campus. We are now busy with cleaning the
'haunted' buildings. Everything is fine! Never in my life have I been
so occupied mnd never have I cnjoyed my work so much! We heve quite a
number of good new students. Mr. Chen, the head of the Nanking Bureau
of Education, sent his son to us yesterisy. We also have the sons of
both the Chief of Police (now celled the Heali of the Burcau of Public
Safety) and his first associate, so we are fairly 'safe.' Up to this
afternoon we have 144 students. We arc short 16 stuCents. But 'some
more are coming.'"

Our Return to Nanking

Mr. Bates and Mr. Thomson, who are both offering courses by
corresponience, planned to go up to Nanking last week for a little
visit ond perticularly to meet with their clesses end to go over the
terms work with them and with the teachers in Nenking who are helping
them. A letter came back. from Nanking which seems to me to be the most
representative consensus of opinion on the part of foculty end students
that we have yet had regariing the return of us to the University, anc
particularly of the return to Nanking of missionaries generslly. I
think it is best not to mention eny names, but the letter is as follows:
"While we all sincerely wish you to eome back, for it will checr up the
morale of the stulents, releese the colleges from being criticized of
being insufficient in teschers, an. clcar up a host of suncry metters,
it is still better, we think, for you not to plan to stey here at least
under present circumstances. We Go not want you to be involved in
further complications, that is our mein purpose. Theres will be no
question with our faculty ¢nd stuients if you return. In faet, we all
want you to come; we earnestly hope you will come right now. We also
feel pretty sure that the government authorities will say, and honestly
that they will protect you. We are certcin that the commanders of
troops will declare that they will protect you. But what we ere not

e e
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certain, what we cennot deal with, is that group of the common §oldier:
the rank and file, who Co not realize what they are Coing. Pleinly,
there cre too meny solciers in the city, nay, around our cempus. Some
of them sre quite unruly that they become a source of denger to the
common people. They are capricious; they may o anything to anybouy.
Whet, then, if something is cone to you when you come? The Un1yers1ty
hes a history somewhat different from that of Ginling College since
llarch 24. &nd we have soldiers in the very center of our campus. We
all love you anu welcome you; stuients as well &s teacherw want to

mecet you agein. But we 2ll feel that it is a risk, =a risk which may be
toc great for you." Anl then the writer alus: "Personally I am one of
those who ¢o nut fevour your immediste return. I think in this matter
ceution is more nccessary then risking. Mr. -- will be a2ble to tell
you mdny things which will corrcvborate with my view. Now if you wagt
to come to Nanking mné get e view of the University end the new capiteal,

that is_of course ¢ different gase. Youu eare surely welccme, you ccn
cer%ainl§ stay here for several ldeys. uJust let usyknuw when you will

come."

- There has evidently been a very large movement of soldiers

out of Nenking during the past few cays end I hcepe the situation will
scon clear up sufficiently so that some o¢f us can meke a little visit
as suggested.

Reorganization and Registration ¢f the University

Last week we had a ccblegram enc lettcrs from the Board cof
Trustees saying that the recommendetiuns mede by the Board of Managers
last July held been in general favourebly acted upcn by the Becard cf
Trustees. A number of very excellent suggestiuns were alsc meade, which
I think will undoubtedly be embodied in the plan. A4 meeting of the
Board ¢f Menagers will be callel shirtly end werk on reorgenizaticn
pushed’ tc eumpletiun es rapidly as poussible. When this has been accom-
plished the authority for registraticn will then be in the hanids ¢f
the Board of Managers, who have already voted favourably cn it. 4
short time agc the Board c¢f Menagers requested the Central Educetional
Committee of the Naticnalist Perty toc extend the time fcr registration.
The request was granted anc the time extended tu December 31. Several
of our men from Nenking have repcrted meetings with members of the
Central Educeticnal Committee, who eppear to be very fricnily. One of
the members spent & gocd part of a day recently visiting the work and
plant of the Cullege ¢f mngriculture and Ferestry.

President Bowen's Resignetiin

The minutes ¢f the meeting of the Buard f Trustees c¢n
September 14 also ccntained President Bowen's letter of resignation
and the Trustees' action oup it. Without asking for permission from
the Trustees, I am incluc ing thesec items in the letter, because we all
are interested, and because the action "came much closer home" to us
than to anybedy else. President Bowen's letter is cnly typical of his
magnanimity c¢f svul, so many evidences c¢f which we who have been assc-
ciated with him have had. We knouw, too, that the sentiments expressed
by Dr. Speer and the members cf the Bocard of Trustees are altcgether
deserved. The Sccretary ¢f the Board c¢f Trustees reed the following
letter from Dr. Bowen, dated August 24, 1927, addressed to the Presi-
dent of the Board of Trusteces:-
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"It seems to me that the time has cone when I shoull send in
ny fcrmal resignation as Presilient ¢f the University, so that the men

.n the field can be free t. take steps toward electing = Chinese Pres-
iZent. _As you know, it is not vnly in the Reguletions of the Guovern-
rnents of China thet frcm now cn_the heads c¢f private schocls shall be
Chinese, but it is the universal sentiment of the Chinese leaders,

Christian and non-Christian,. It has long been the hope, not only of
the Trustees and the Managers but of Dr. Williams and myself, that the
day would soon come when the administration of the University coudd be
put into the hands of the Chinese. The day has now arrived, and so it
becomes my duty as well as a pleasure to hereby tender my resignation
as President of the University of Nanking.

"The years during which it has been my privilege to act in
this -capacity and to serve under you as President of the Board of
Trustees have indeed been the most happy years of my life. Our rela-
tionships with Trustees, with Board of Managers, with faculty - Chinese
and foreign, and with the people of Nanking, have been most pleasant
and uniformly helpful to me. As one thinks of severing such relation-
ships he cannot but be saddmned and have many regrets, but it is all
made the easier when one thinks of the splendid Chinese Christian
leaders who have already taken over thc work, and are carrying it suc-
cessfully forward under most abnormal conditions and in the face of
very great difficulties. In their hands, in due time, I am sure that
we can look for greater deays of usefulness for the University.

"I wish to thank you personclly for 2ll of the help snd in-
spiration and blessing you heve been to me - it is this that has made
possible the success of the University up to this point in its history.

I am sure that the same loyel and inspirigg backing will be sccorded
the new administration by you and by the Board of Trustees. I shall
be only too happy to continue to help the University in any way possi-
ble. During all these years of union work, Dr. Willisms and I a2lways
very definitely felt that God was leading end guiding in this adventure,
and I am still just as sure that He is leading and that we only need
to follow His clear guidance.

"With very best wishes and most earnest prayers for the fu-
ture prosperity and highest usefulness of the University, and assuring
you of my continued interest end desire to help in every way, believe
me, §

Very faithfully yours,
(Signed) A. J. Bowen."

Dr. Speer, President of the Board of Trustees, spoke briefly
as follows:- "I am sure that Dr. Bowen knows the feeling of the Board,
end the gratitude of the Board for all he has done and been in connec-
tion with the University. It would not have been possible for the
University to be what it is now, except for the service which Dr.Bowen
has rendered. Certainly God prepared him for this work ond brought
him to the place that when we cmberked upon this union entcrprise
there was only one thought in the minds of £11 the¢ cooperating bodies
as to who should assume the authority. His relationship could not
have been happier, and we rejoice in his personal spirit, his influ-
ence and character, his modesty, unselfishness, sincerity, and absolutc
truthfulness of mind and nature, and his complete and untiring devotion
to his work. We cannot be thankful enough to God for all Dr. Bowen
hes been as President of the University throughout these years. It is
an almost impossible thought to contemplate, after Dr. Williams' death
teking him from the University, that there should now be this proposal
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by Dr. Bowen that he should withdrew. No words can express sufficien’
ly what we feel."

Dr. Frank Mason North, Dr. J. H. Franklin and others spoke
warmly in praise of Dr. Bowen and thc service ha has rendered. After
discussion it was voted by the Trustees

"That the Board of Trustees, having heard with the pro-

fpundest regret Dr. Bowen's letter tendering his resignetion from
the Presidency of the University of Nanking, hereby records its
gratituce to Presicent Bowen for the splendid serviee he has
rendered to the cause of Christ in China es the head of this in-
stitution. During the more than seventeen years since the Uni-
versity was first organized as e union institution Dr. Bowen has
so administered it as to build up not only an institution of
large educational service but also 2 center for the development
of strong Christian character. Few men have been privileged to
render such distinguished service or to win such & warmth of
affection and esteem from colleagues, students, and associztes.
It is the Board's earnest desire that Dr. Bowen may always con-
tinue to assist the institution with his interest and counsel.
"The Board of Trustees reluctantly accepts Dr. Bowen's
resignation, to becoms effective upon the slcetion and installe-
tion of his successor."”

In connection with Chinese presidents for our missioncry
institutions, you will 211 be interested to know that Soochow Univer-
sity, Hangchow Christien College, Fukien Christian University, and
Canton Christian College alraddy have secured Chinese presidents, that
Shanghai College has been looking for one for some months now, who

will be elected as soon as he can be found. I understand e neghée-
A

organization at Peking has made a place for a Chinese presiden ithin
a year undoubtedly practically all of the mission colleges and univer-
sities will be under Chinese administration. A specisl committee of
the Board of Managers hes tried to get Dr. Chen Yu-gwan to accept the
presidency, but so fer he has been unwilling to accept.

Resent Visits to Nenking

Mr.Drummoni of the Presbyterian Mission, Mr. Plummer Mills
of the Y. M. C. A., Mr. Burch of the Christian Mission and Mr. Alex-
ander Paul now fisiting the Christian Mission as representctive of the
United Christian Missionary Society have recently visited Nenking. Ib
the following general comments I shall try to summarize some of their
impressions, and I am also inclucding some facts which heve been sup-
plied by Chinese friends, so thet I shell have to assumc final re-
sponsibility for the statements as made. The soldiers oncd various
stcknesses, including cholera, dysentery, measles, dengue fever and
typhoid fever, have kept the Nanking community in a state of constant
dread and fear and uncerteinty. The cholera seems to have a2beted con-
siderably since early September. Not only are all the foreign resi-
dences, many general foreign buildings such as school buildings end
churches, still being occupied by the soldiers, but thousands of Chi-
nese homes find themselves in exactly the same plight. Relatives of
a number of our teachers have died during the summer from contagious
diseases. Several of our teachers have had typhoid fever and dysenter;

but fortunately our faculty and their families hove sll come through
sefe and sound. The city streets have not been cleaned for a long

-+
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time and only very occasionally anl soO are unusually dirty. One vis-
itor cescribes it as "down at the heels." The soldiers have begun to
cut the trecs cni shrubs in some of the foreign compounds. This has
been the case in our own yard, and it has bcen reported from several
other compounds. The soldiers were sclling flooring out pf President
Bowen's house for fuel for whatever they could get for it. One for-
eigner says that living in Nanking mekes him feel as if he were sitting
on top of a powder magezine which was apt to blow up at any time.
Meny of the roads are badly in need of repair. Business gencrally is
dead. The hotel business, because of the large number of officials
and office seekers, has been fairly good. There is still nartial law,
which goes in force at 8 P. M. but is evidently not very strict. One
visitor reportsd & sense of resentment end deep disappointmcnt on the
part of some of the original soldiers whc had startec out just a 1little
over a year ago from Canton. They feel that they must stert 211 over,
that the aims of the Kumminteng have bececme confused and their enthu-
siasm anC ideals dissipated. Tens of thousanis of new solciers who
know nothing of what the revolution stands for have, of coursc, been
incorporated into the victoricus armies of the Naticnalist Government,
and these not only know nothing at all vf what the rcvolution stands
for but have ohly communistic and destructive rather then patriotic
ideas. Certainly a new start will have to be made. Some of the
mission primary schcols have opened. One cf the recent visiters said
that a Chinese friend always accompanied him whenever h¢ went cut,
thinking it was best nct to let him go around elone. Nothing disagree-
able has happencd to any of the visitors, although all were very
strictly cautioned. The Y. M. C. A. is still being useld as ¢ huspital
and there were in it at the same time cases of typhoid, cholera, and
dysentery. The cost of living has easecd off somewhat, Gue to a very
excellent rice crcp, which has in turn caused the cost of rice to drop

from $17.00 tc $9.00 to $11.00 per picul. None of the visitors suc-
ceeded in entering any of the foreign compiunds, which were guardeld by
soldiers.

The Political Situation

The political situation has changed very littlc since my last
letter. Lack of confidence in the present gevernment is still very
evident. Certainly there is no enthusiasm for it, and the life of the
government, so far as ministries, etc., are cconcerned, will Zepend ab-
solutely upon the fortunes of the militery men. If Nenking meinteins
itself militerily, then the present civil administraticn will probeably
stand, but it is not much more than & housc of cards and is apt tc
break down at any small crisis that mey arise.

A very interesting letter recently sppeared in the correspon-
dence solumns of the North-China Deily News, signed by F. D. Z., a
Chinese whose letters tc the paper appear probebly more cften than
those of any other single individuel. He was discussing Sunyatsenism
and the Naticnalist Party. One paragraph of the letter seems to be tc
be worth quoting, not that the statement itself is so significant as
that it should be madd& at this particular time. I am not surec whether
this peragraph should be considered polities, morals, or ethics, or
what, but it is as fcllows: "Let us respect Dr. Sun as a man, and not
falsely worship him as a god. Truth only tan abide in this world;
hypoerisy must die and shell die! The Northerners are heartless des-
pots; the Nationalistx are heartless desputs and hypocrites combined
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tcgether! The greatest need for China to-day is no longer the.abroga—
tion of the equal treaties, or the extinction of the militarists, or
the suppression of the Bolshevists; it is the annihilation of hypocrisy
and the upholding of truth! Tet us boldly face truth whatgvgr conse-
quences that may involve. But alas, the Chinese public opinion is as
timid as ever; the newspapers who ought to be the mirrors of truth
keep on vying with one another to win favour from the great.men of.
power., How many of us are cowardly slaves! Null and void indeed is
all our talk of freedom and democracy!"

The Military Situation

The Yangtze valley has been quiet. Two Communist armies that
split off from Hankow in August made their way overland into - Kwang-
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